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5 And when he had opened the ‘hird:seal; 
' 4 Weir the third beast say, Come, andgsee. 
T. And I beheld, and lo, a black horse ond! 





‘ead he that sat on him had a pair of balances in 

. his hand. : 

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the 

that four beasts say, A measure of wheat for 2 
to peny, and three measures of barléy for a 
f it eny ; and see thou hurt not the oil an 
able Peny > 

; wine, 


The third seal or period is charactérized 
by the strict execution of j justice and” ju. g- 
ment, and by the p:ocuration of corn oil and 
Wine ; and was proclamed by the third liv- 
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ing creature, who was like a man, and had 
his stationin the south. And I bebeld, and 
lo, a black horse ; and he that sat on him had 
a pair of balances in bis hand. And I heard 
a voice in the midst of the four living crea- 
tures saying ameasureof wheatfor a peny, and 
three measures of barley for a peny; and see 
thou hurt not the oiland the wine. Where 
Grotius and others have observed, that a 
cheenix of corn, the measure here mention- 
ed, was a mans daily allowance, as a peny 
was his daily wages; sothatif his daily la- 
bor could earn no more than his daily bread, 
without other provision tor himself or his 
family, corn must needs beara very high 
price. But whatever may be the capacity 
of the cheenix, which ts difficult to be deter. 
mined, as it was different in different times 
and countries ; yet such care and such reg- 
ulations about the necessaries of life imply 
some want and scarcity of them. Scarcity 
obligeth me to exactness in the price and 
measure of things. In short, the intent of 
the prophecy is, that corn should be provid. 
ed for the people, but it should be distribu- 
ted in exact measure and proportion. This 
third period commenceth with Septimius Se- 
verus, who was an emperor from the south, 
being a native of Africa. He was an enact- 
or of just and equal laws, and was very se- 
yere and implacable to offences; he would 
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not suffer even petty larcenies to go unpun- 
ished : and neither would Alexander Seve- 
rus in the same period, who was a most se- 
vere judge against theives ; and was so f-nd 
ofthe Christian maxim, Whatsoe.er you 
would not kave done to you, do not you tu anoth- 
er, that he commandedittobe ingraven upon 
the palace and public buildings. These two 
emperors were also no less celebrated for 
the procuring ofcorn and oil and other pro- 
visions, and for supplying the Romans with 
them after they had experienced a want of 
them. ‘They repaired the neglects of form-. 
er times, and corrected the abuses of for. 
mer princes. Of Septimius Severus it is. 
said, that the provision of corn, which he 
found very small, he so far consulted, that 
at his death he left a certain rate or allow- 
ance tothe Roman people for seven years: 
and als. of oil as much as forthe space of 
five years might supply not only the uses of 
the city, but likewise of all Italy which 
might want oil. Of Alexander Severus it is 
also said, that he took such care of the Ro- 
man people, that the corn which Heliogaba- 
lus had wasted. he replaced with his own 
money ; the oil also, which Septimius Seve- 
rus had given to the people, and which Heli- 
ogabalus had lessened, he restored whole as 
before. The colou: of the black horse befits 
the severity of theis nature and their name, 
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and the dalannees are the well known em- 
blem of justice, as well as an intimation of 
scarcity ; and the proclamation tor justice 
and judgment, and for the procuration of 
eorn oil and wine, 1s fitly made by a creature 
like a man. ‘This period continued during 
the reigns of the Septimian famuy about 42 
years. 


7 And when he had opened the fourth 
seal, Theurd the voice of the fourth beast 
suv, Come, and see. 

8 And 1 looked, and behold, a pale horse; 
and his name that sat on him was Death, 
and Hell followed with him : and power was 
given unto them, over the fourth part of the 
earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, 
and with death, and with the beasts of the 
eurth. 


The fourth seal or period is distinguished 
by a concurrence of evils, war, end famin, 
and pestilence, and wild beasts; and was 
proclaimed by the fourth living creature, 
who was lke an eagle, and had his station 
inthe north And Llooked, and behold, a pate 
horse ; and his nome that sat on him was 
Death, and diel followed with him: and 
power wus given unto them, over the fourth 
partof the earth, to kill with sword, and with 
Aunger, aid with death, and with the beasts 
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B of theearlb, These are the same four sore 


judgments, with which {| zekiel threatened 
Jerusalem, the sword, and the famin, and the 
noisome beast, and the pestilence ; for in the 
oriental languages the pestilence is emphati- 


b cally stiled deat’. ‘hese four were to de- 


stroy the fourth part of mankind; and the 
imuge is very poetical, of death riding on a 
pale horse, and bell or the grave following 


| with him, ready to swallow up the dead cor- 


pses. This period commenceth with Max- 
imin, who was an emperor from the north, 
being born of barbarous parents in a village 
of Lhrace. He was indeed a barbarian in 
all respects. ‘There was not, as an histori- 
an affirms, a more cruel animal upon the 


f earth ; and he was deservedly called by the 


name of Cyclops, Busiris, Phalaris, and the 
worst of tyrants. The history of his and 
several succeeding reigns is full of wars and 
murders, mutinies of soldiers, and invasions 
of foreign armics, rebellions of subjects, and 
deaths of princes. There were more than 
twerity emperors in the space of fifty years, 
and all or most of them died in war, or were 
murdered by their own soldiers and subjects. 
Besides lawful emperors, there were in the 
reign of Gallienus thirty tyrants or usurpers, 
who set up in different parts of the empire, 
and came all to violent anda miserable ends, 
Here was sufficient employment for the 
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sword ; and such wars and devastations mus: fig © 
necessarily produce a famin, and the famingy™ 
is another distinguishing calamity of thisg™*¢ 
period. In the reign of Gallus the Scythi.gg? 
ans made such incursions, that not one najg™ 
tion subject to the Romans was left unwas4 th 
ted by them, and every unwalled town, andy 
most of the walled cities were taken by shened ot 
Inthe reign of Probus, also there was al os 
great famin throughout the world ; and for, 
want of victuals the army mutined, and slew 
him. An usual consequence of famin is the 
pestilence, and the pestilence is the third dis. 
tinguishing calamity of this period. Thisil 
pestilence, according to Zonaras, arising#i. 
from Ethiopia, while Gallus and Volusianj 
Were emperors, pervaded all the Roman 
provinces, and for fifteen years together in. 
eredibly exhausted them ; and so learned a 
man as Lipsius declares, that he never read 
of any greater plague, for the space of time 
that it lasted, or of land that it overspread. 
Zosimus, speaking of the devastations of the 
Scythians in the reign of Gallus before men. 
tioned, far her addeth, that the pestilence 
mot less pernicious than the war, destroyed 
whatever was left of human kind, and made 
guch havoc asit had never done in former 
times. He siith also, that in the reign of 
Gallienus, sucha grie vous pestilence as nev- 
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calamities inflicted by the barbarians more 
ninigs Moderate. He saith afterwards too, in the 
hight ciga of Claudius, that the pestilence seizing 
thj.ggon the Romans as well as the barbarians, 

many of the army died, and also Claudius 
asthe the emperor, Dionysius in Eusebius, 
ndlaatreating of the same time, mentions the war 
Meand the famin and the pestilence, as succeed. 
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ging one another in their natural order. St. 
fork yprian too mentions all the three together, 


ewhiE troubling the world more at that time than’ 
thea’ any other. He wrote also a treatise upom 
is MEE US Very pestilence, which he intitled De 
hice (ovtalztate, asif he had taken the name from 
nolgee prophecy which had predicted it. In 
aa fhort, without alleging more testimonies, 
ani @-Utropius affirms of Gallus and Volusian, 

in. ppoat their reign was remarkable only for the 
pestilence awd diseases and sickness. Ors 
ad (ag OSius as’ -rts much the same thing: and Tre. 
ne fag Dellius Pollio likewise informs us, that in 
.d, i the reign of Gallienus the pestilence was sc 
he fag @reat that five thousand men died in one day, 
rn. fa When the countries lie thus uncultivatd, 

ce J Uninhabited, unfrequented, the wid beas:.’ 

ed §§ multiply, and come into the towns to devour’ 
de /men; which is the fourth distinguishing ca- 
er lamity of this period. This would appear a 
of J probable consequence of the former calami. 
vy. fe ties, if history had recorded nothing of it : 
he fe Dut we read in history that fivehundred wol- 
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ves together entered intoa city, which was 
deserted by its inhabitants, and where the 
younger Maximin chanced to be. It is well 
known, that the Heathens maliciously ascri- 
bed all public calamities to the Christians, 
and among them we find objected the wars 


which they were obliged to wage with lions § 


and wild beasts; as we may collect from 
Arnobius, who wrote soon after this time. 
The colour of the pale Aorse is very suitable 


to the mortality ofthis period ; and the procal 


lamation for death and destruction is fitl, 
made by a creature likean eagle that watchs 
es for carcases. This period continued froy,; 
Maximin to Diocletian about fity years. 4 


Ss 
9 And when he had opened the fifth seai 
I saw under the altar the souls of them thay 


were slain for the word of God, and for the 


testimony which they held. 

, 10 And they cried with aloud voice, say- 
mg, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost 
thou not judge and avenge our blood on 
them that dwell onthe earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto eve- 
ty one of them, and it was said unto them- 
that they should rest yet fora little season, 
until their fellow-servants aso, and their 
bethren that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfiled, 
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The following seals have nothing extrin- 
sical, like the proclamation of the living 
creatures, to determin from what quarter 
we must expect their completion ; but they 
are sufficiently distinguished by their inter- 
nal marks and characters. ~The fifth seal or 
period is remarkable for a dreadful persecu- 
tion of the Christians, who are representect 
lying under the altar, (for the scene 1s still 
in the tabernacle or temple) as sacrifices 
newly slain and offered to God. They cry 
aloud for the Lord to judge and avenge their 
cause ; that is, the cruelties exercised upon 
them were of so barbarous and atrocious a 
nature, as to deserve and provoke the ven- 
geance of the Lord. White robes are given 
unto every one of them asa token of their jus- 
tification and acceptance with God; and 
they are exhorted to rest for a season, till the 
number of the martyrs be completed, when 
they shall receive their full reward, as we 
shall see hereafter. Where Mr. Lowman 
observes very well. that “This representation 
‘* seems much to favor the immediate hap- 
‘* piness of departed saints, and hardly to 
‘* consist with that uncomfortable opinion, 
‘* the insensible state of departed souls, till 
‘* after the resurrection.’’? ‘There were oth- 
er persecutions before, but this was by far 
the most considerable, the tenth and last 
general persecution which was begun by Di. 
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ocletian, and continued by others, and lasted 
longer, extended farther, and was sharper 
and more bloody than any or all preceeding; 
and therefore this was particularly predicted. | 
Eusebius and Lactanius, who were two eye- 
witnesses, have written large accounts of it. 
Orosius asserts, that this persecution was 
longer and more cruel than all the past ; for 
it raged incessantly for ten years by burning 
the churches, proscribixg the innocent, and § 
slaying the martyrs. Sulpicius Severus too | 

describes it as the most bitter persecution, 
which for ten years together depopulated the 
people of God ; at which time all the world 
almost was stained with the sacred blood of 
the murtyrs, and was never more exhausted 
by any wars. So that this became a mem- 
orable zra tothe Christians, under the name 
of the zra of Diocletian, or as it otherwise 
called the zra of martyrs. 


12 And I beheld when he had opened 
the sixth seal, and lo, there was a_ great 
earthquake, and the sun became. black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as 
blood ; 

13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the 
earth, even asa fig tree casteth her untime- 
ly figs when she is ashken of a mighty wind : 

14 And the heaven departed asa_ scroll 
when it is rolled together: and every moun. 
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tain and island were moved out of their pla- 


ees ; 


15 And the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief 
captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bend-man, and every free-man hid them- 
selves in the dens, and inthe rocks of the 
mountains ; 

16 And said to the mountains and rocks, 
Fall on us and hide us from the face of him 
that siteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb : 

17 For the great day of his wrath is come, 
and who shall be able to stand ? 


The sixth seal or period produceth migh- 
ty changes and revolutions, which according 
to the prophetic stile are expressed by great 
commotions in the earth and in the heavens, 
The very same images, the very same ex- 
pressions are employed by other prophets 
concernig the mutations and alitcrations of 
religions and governments: and why may 
they not therefore with equal fitness and pro- 
priety be applied to one ofthe greatest and 
most memorable revolutions which were in 
the world, the subversion of the Heathen re- 
ligion, and establishment of the Christian, 
which was begun by Constantine:the great, 
and was completed by his successors? The 
series of the prophecy requires this applica- 
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tion, and all the phrases and expressions 
will easily admit of such a construction. 
And I beheld when he bad opened the sixth 
seul and lo, there was a great earth-guake, or 
rather a great concussion ; for the word in 


the original comprehends the shaking of 


heaven as wellas of earth. ‘Vhe same phrase 
is used by the prophet Haggai concerning 
the first coming ot Christ, 1 will shake the 


heavens and the earth :” and this shaking, as | 


the apostle saith, *‘signifieth the removing 
of those things wich are shaken ;”’ and so the 
prophet Haggai himself explains it, ‘1 will 
shake the heavens and the earth, And I will 
overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I 
will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of 
the Heathen : And where wasever a great- 
e€: concussion cr removal, than when Chris- 
tianity was advanced to the throne of Pagan- 
ism, and idolatry gave place to the true reli- 
sion? ‘hen follow the particular effects of 
this general concussion, ‘*And the sun be- 
came bla. k as:sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became as blood; And the stars of 
heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree 
casteth her untimely figs when she is shaken 
of a mighty wind : .And the heavens depart- 
ed as aseroll when it isrolled together ; and 
every mountain and island were moved out 
of their places.’”? - Isaiah speaketh much in 
the same manner concerning Babylon and 
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/Jdumea ; “For the stars of heaven and the 


constellations thereof shall not give their 


® light ; the sun shall be darkened in his going 


forth, and the moon shall not cause her light 


Sto shine: And all the host of heaven shall . 
S be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled 


together as a scroll ; and all their hosts shall 
fall down as the leaf falleth off from the vine, 
and as a falling fig from the fig-tree :?? And 
Jeremiah concerning the land of Judah, «[ 
beheld the earth, and lo, it was without form 
and void ; and the heavens, and they had 
no light : I beheld the mountains, and lo, 
they trembled, and all the hills moved light- 


Sly: And Ezekiel concerning Egypt, ‘And 
iwhen I shall put thee out, 1 will cover the 
@ heaven, and make the stars thereof dark ; I 
¥ will cover the sun with a cloud, and the 
»moon shall not give her light: And Joel 
Mconcerning Jerusalem, ‘lhe earth shall 


quake before them, the heavens shall trem- 


® ble the sun and the moon shall be dark, and 


the stars shall withdraw their shining : the 


hsun shall be turned into darkness, and the 


moon into blood, before the great and terri- 


BS ble day of the Lord come: And our Sav. 


iour himself also concerning the destruction 
of Jerusalem, ‘‘ The sun shall be darkened, 

and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the pow- 
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Now it is certain, that the fall of any of these 
cities and kingdoms was not of greater con. 
cern and conse quence: to the world, nor more 
deserving to be described in such pompous 
figures, than the fall of the Pagan Roman 
empire, when the great lights of the heathen 
world, the sun, moon, and. stars, the powers 
civil and ecclesiastical, were all eclipsed 
and obscured, the heathen emperors and 
Cesars were slain, the heathen priests and 
augurs were extirpated, the heathen officers 
and magistrates were removed, the heathen 
temples were demolihed, and their revenues 
appropriated to otheruses. Itis customary 
with the prophets, after they have described 
a thing in the most symbolical and figura- 
tive diction, to represent the same again in 
plainer language: and the same method 1s 
observed here ; ‘*And the kings of the earth 
and the great men, andthe rich men, and 
the chief captains, and, the mighty men’ and 
every bond man, andevery: free-man, that 
is Maximian, Galerias, Maximin, Maxen- 


“tius, Licinius &c, with all their adherents 


and followers, were so routed and dispersed 
that they) hid themselves in the dens, and 
in the rocks of the mountains, and said to 


‘the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 


hide us ;”? expressions used. asin ‘other 
prophets, todenote the utmost terror and 
consteruation; ‘Fall on ws, and hide us 
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ese Mfrom the face of him that siteth on the thro- 
on. Mine, and from the wrath of the Lamb; For 
ore the great day of his wrath is come ; and who 
ous Me shall be able to stand ?’’ This is theref rea. 
nan fm triumph of Christ over his heathen enemies, 
hen i and a triumph after a severe porsecution ; so 
ers Wa that the time and all the circumstances, ag | 
sed fag well as the series of events and order of the . 
and (@ prophecy, agree perfectly with this interpre- | 
and Mm taion. Galcrius, Maximin, and Licinius, 
ers jum made even a public coufession of their guilt, 
hen fag recalled their decrees and edicts against the 
ues fe Christians, and acknowledged the just judg- 
arvp ments of God and of Christ in their destruc- 
bed fam tion. To be contined. 
ira- 

in 


or : NOTES ON THE PARABLES 





A aie 5 ad 
~ “7 an Sn aot ie ¢ 





and OF THE 

and | 
hat NEW-TESTAMENT: 
en- 


ae CHAP. XXV. First Paracraru. 
sed “Then foall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten vire 
and gins, whith took their lamps, and went forth to meet the 

to 9 értdegroom. &Sc. Turn to your bible. Read the Parable. 


and ' 
om This chapter contains three parables, by which are 
Ae communicated different circumftances of the fame event, 


and @ viz the change of the difpenfation. On the paragraph 
us above writen, { obferve, 
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people of Ifrael as be came in, ismeant by a cry at mid- 
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1 The time when the kingdom of heaven was likey. 
ed unto wife and foolifh virgins, I learn from the word 
then, which, being an adverb of time, has reference to aly 
time before defignated. which I find in the chapter pre- 
ceding, verfe 34. ‘Verily, I fay unto you, This gene. 
vation fhall not pa/s, till all thefe things be fulfilled.” oH 

3 The kingdom of heaven here meant, I underftand | 
to be the houfe of Ifrael under the law ; andthe Jews, 
under that difpenfation, are reprefented by virgins, og} 
account of their profeffing to worfhip one God. 

3 By lamps, I underftand thofe figurative rites ob- 
ferved by the law and its priefthood, which contained | 


or gave all the light which the people received under 
the law. 


& The oil, which the wife took in their veffele with 
their lamps, and which was neceflary therewith, was the 
dnowledge of what thofe types in the priefthood figni- 
Sed ; which enabled thofe who were wife to look for- 
ward to the great antitype who was Chrift. 

5 The folly of the foolifh, who were deftitute of the 
ol, or knowledge of which I have fpoken, confifted in 
depending on the righteoufnefs of the law, which con- 
Gifted in the obfervamee of thofe fhadows of which men- 
tion has juft been made ; not being acquainted with the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift which alone is acceptable with 
God: And fuch were juitly called foolith. 

6 The circumftance in which the Jews were before 
the coming of Chrift, is reprefented by virgins fleeping. § 

4 The miffion of John the baptift, as the voice of 
ene crying in the wildernefs inso dark atime with the 


night, *“‘Behold, the bridegroom cometh, go ye out te 
spcet him.”’ 

8 ‘By bridegroom, is intended Chrift himfelf, whom 
I have before reprefemted in this charaGter, in notes on 
the parable of a marriage which a king made forhis fon, 
5 Theaced in which thofe felf-rightcous Pharifeee 
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fond of that wifdom which the wife poffeffed, ts meant 
by the foolith afking the wife for their oil; and the im- 
poffibility or impropriety of the wiidom of one an{wer- 
ing for another, is fhown in the an{wer of the wife . to 
the foolifh virgins. 

1o That part of Ifrael who received the Saviour, and 
and entered into the bride-chamber with the bridegroom, 
{ underftand by thofe who were ready, who went into 
the marriage. . 

rt Che door that was fhut, was the duor of the law, 
and was fhut by him wh» hath the keys of David, who 
openeth, and no man fhutteth ; and fhutteth, and no 
man openeth. He clofed the difpenfation of law, and 
no man can open it ; he opened the door of g:fpel hope 
and falvation, and no man can fhut it. Thofe Jews who 
are figuified by foolifh virgins in our texts anevalio {poken 
of in St. John’s gofpel i. 11. “He camemate his own, 
and his own received him not.” Ap@ thefé’ who are 
reprefented by wife virgins, are fpokem ok, in the verfe 
following, “But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the fons of God, evem to them who 
believe on his name.””. Again, they-are obferved by St- 
Paul to the Romans xi. 7..“*Whatrthem? ifrael bath 
not obtained that which he feeketh for, but the election 
hath obtained it, and the reft -were slinded.” .~Again, 
verfe 25. ‘For I would nat, brethren, at ye fhould be 
ignorant of this myftery, (left ye Mould be wife in your 
owe conceits) that blindnefs im partis happened to 
Ifrael until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be comein.’” . 

‘Theendeavors of that part of Ifrael which was broker 
off through unbelief to obtain acceptance with the Mef- 
fiah in whom they believed, is meant by the foolifh vir- 
gins’ coming to the door and afking for admiffion. But 
they endeavoring ftill to enter by their own works, or 
oil which they had purchafed ; and alfo expecting to 
enter by that door whieh was already fhut, were an{wer- 
ed by the bridegroom, “I know you not ;” By whick, 
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I underftand, that after the law difpenfation was ciofed; 
andthe gofpel, asa difpenfation, introduced, Chrif 
would know no man after the law ; or, as St. Paul fays, 
‘“Weknowno man after the files ; though we have 
known Chrift after the fiefh, yet, henceforth know we 
bim no more.”’ é 

Chrift then clofes this parable, by fhowing the ne- 
ceffity of watching, as they know neither the day nor 
the hour wherein the Son of man fhould come. I take 
uo notice of the cuftom of marriages among the Jews, 
as I conceive it to be of no particular importance to 


the reader. 
Paracraru Seconp. 


“For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a 
far country, &&c. 


On this parable of the talents, I obferve as follows : 

1 Chiift bimfelf is meant, by the fervant who received 
five talents. | 

2 John the baptift is reprefented, by him who had two. 

3 The houfe of Ifrael is intended, by him who re- 
ceived one. | 

The miffion of the Saviour, is meant by the five tal- 
ents: The miffion of John, by two talents; and the 
difpenfation of law, is meant by the one talent. 

4 The law given to the Jews in the earthly chara@er, 
is meant by the one talent’s being hid in the earth. 
And as the houfe of Ifrael did not improve by that dif- 
penfation fo as to find acceptance with God, it is fignifi- 
ed in the parable in that the one talent was not put to 
the exchangers for ufury. 

5 By the fervant who receivad the one talent’s com- 
plaining of his Lord’s being an hard man, and the fear 
which he felt on that account, I underftand the pecul- 
jar and difagreeable circumftance of thofe who feel the 
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obligations of the law, without having a knowledge of — 
the gofpel, whereby the law is fulfilled ; in which cir- 
cumftance, men often grumble at the dealings of the 
Lord, and call him an hard mafter, &c. 

6 The approbation which John, the forerunner of 
Chrift and friend of the bridegroom. obtained, is figni- 
fied by the favors fhown to the fervant who received the 
two talents. 

97 The reafon why the one talent was taken from him 
who firft received it. and given to him who had ten tal- 
ents by occupying the five; and not to him who had 


m four, by occupying two, je rft. Becaufe the Jews would 


never have fulfilled the law. had they been fuffered to 
poffefs that difpenfation. 2 Becaufe John the baptift 
was not able to magnify the law and make it honorable. - 
3 Becaufe Jefus the mediator, in whofe hand the law 
was ordained by the difpenfation of angels, did magnify 
the law in fulfilling all its divine requirements, took it 
from the earthly, and gloriously honored it in the heav- 
enly character. : i 

8 That the houfe of I{rael would be ftripped of all 
which they put dependgnce on, is meant by taking from 
him who hath not. And ghat all righteoufnefe, and the 
glory of falvation, would be given to, and found in Je- 
fuse, is fignified by giving to him who hath, that he 
might have abundance. 

9 The awful ftate of grofs darknefs, into which the 
houfe of Ifrael was caft at the clofe of the law difpen- 
fation, in which we fee them even at the prefent day, 


: ia meant by cafting the unprofitable fervant into outter 


darknefs, where rere weeping and gnafhing of teeth. 
TuiadD PARacGaaraA. 


“When the Son of man fball come in his glory,” ec. 


In this parable of the theep and goats, I inquire, 
2 The time to which Chrif alludes, when he saith, 
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“When the Son of man fhall come in his giory 3’? or 
what we ought to underftand to be meant by his coming 
in his glory with his holy angels ; which to afcertain. 
I turn to the words of Chrift in St. Matthew xvi. 27, 
28. “For the Son of man fhall come in the glory of his 
Father, with his holy angels ; and then fhall he reward 
every man according to his works. Verily I fay unto 
you, there be fome ftanding here, which fhall not tafte 
of death, tillthey fee the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom.’ The reader wi!l turn to St. Mark ix. 1. for 
ci aba modification of the fame fentenee. From thefe 
{criptures, kind reader, we muft learn, that the time of 
Chrift’s coming in his glory, with all his holy angels, 
was {ometime in the life time of thofe that attended on 
his preaching. The ever to be remembered day of Pen- 
tecoft, when the holy Spirit was sent in fuch a miracu- 
lous manner ; when ‘the Apottles of the Lamb that had 
been flain proclaimed with flaming tongues the power of 
the refurre&tion ; and with glorious effe@ preached the 
gofpel of reonciliation to the converfion thoufands, was, 
undoubtedly, the time of Chrift’s coming in hie glory. 

2 By his holy angels, are meant the Apoftles and faith- 
ful minifters, to whome Chrift committed the treafures 
of his word, as unto earthen veflels. “That the minifters 
of Chnift are called, in feripture, angels, the reader will 
find abundant evidence in the divine oracles. 

3 By throne of glory, in the text, is meant the medi- 
atorial ~flice of the Saiour. 

4 By all nations being gathered before him, I learn, 
that all nati ns were before the difpenfation of the gos- 
pel in which he came, or that, that: difpenfation would 
in due time pafs on all nations. 

5 By theep, I underftand believers in Chrift, who 
hear and do his will; and by goats, the unbelievers 
fianding in the law, or legal character. Chrift himfelf 
juftained the character of the goat when he was madea 
fin offering, the goat being ufed for that purpofe in the. 
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fiefthood of the law. And while the finner iia a ftate 
of unbelief of the gofpel, he is condemned, and the wrath 


ef God, in the law, is upon him, by which he is ap. 
pointd unto deftructon. 

6 Right hand, in the parable. fignefies the gofpel or 
what is the fame, favor. Left hand, intends the law, by 


. which, the carnal or old man is rejeCed. 


+ The theep, or believers, are invited to the inheri- 
tance of the kingdom prepared for them from the foun- 
ation of the world, which is alfo fpoken of in Daniel 
va 18. **But the faints of the Moft High fhall take 
th@kingdom, and poflefsthe kingdom forever, even 
fo' Wer and ever.” Again, verfe27. ‘And the kindom, 
ana.dominion, and the greatnefs of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, fhalibe given tothe people of the 
faints of the Moft High ; whofe kingdom is an everlatt- 
ing kingdom, and all dominions {hall ferve and obey him.’ 
It is farther neceflary to obferve, that thefe faints are 
judged in the rigteoufnefs of Chrift, who is the Lord 
their righteoufnefs, and they are the blefled ones to 
whom the Lord will not impute iniquity, but to whom 
he doth and will impute righteoufneis. Thefe have been 
{lain in the chara€ter of goats, and are tnade alive by 
faith in him who was dead, and isa live and liveth for- 
ever more. 

8 The goats, or unbelievers, are addreffed as follows ; 
‘*‘Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlafling fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels,’ &c. Here I obferte, 
for the hope avd confolation of the candid reader, that 
Chrift once fultained the chara&ter of the curfed when he 
ftood in our law character, being made a curfe for us ; 
**Asit is written, Curfed is every one who hangeth on 
a tree ;’ fo the unbeliever being judged by the law, 
which always fays to the finner ina itate of unbelief, 
‘Depart, ye curfed’ &c. ison the left hand, and by the 
law, is condemned to that everlafting fire which appear- 
ed on the mount, from whence the law was give@® See 
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Exodus xix. 18. ‘And mount Sinai was altogether on 
a {moke, becaufe the Lord defcended upon it in fire ; 
and the {moke therof afcended as the {moke of a furnace 
and the whole mount quaked greatly.’ 
And that thie fire will finally fubdue the wicked, though 
his heart may be as ftone, we learn from Jeremiah xxiii. 
29. ‘Ia not my work likea fire ? faith the Lord: and 
like ahammer that breaketh the rock in pieces ? This 
fire is prepared for the deftruction ofthe devil and his 
angels ; and is everlafting punifhment to the wicked,fo 
long as the law difpenfation continues in the mind, or 
the veil, which is done away in Chrift, remains. But 
the believer, whofe righteoufnefs ftandein the character 
of a rifen Saviour, enters inte, and feels the enjoyment 
of that eternal life of which Chrift fpoke in St. Joho 
xvii. 3. ‘And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jefus Chrift whom thou 
Raft fent.” 








OF THE PROMISES MADE 
TO‘'LHE FATHERS. 


The confirmation of the promises. 


By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, 
@c. Gen. xxu. 16. To these words, I 
shall add the Apostle’s comment uponthem, 
found in Heb. vi. 13—20. For when God 
made promise to Abraham, because he could 
swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 
Saying, Surely blessing I will blesg thee, 


’ and multiplying f will multiply thee. And 
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so, after he hadpatiently endured’ he obtain- 
'ed the promise. For men verily swear by 


the greater ; and an oath of confirmation fs 


'to them an end ofall strife. Wherein God, 


willing more abundantly to show unto the 


| heirs of promise the immutability of his 


counsel, confirmed it by an oath; That by 
two immutable things, in which it was 1im- 
possible for Godto lie, we might have a 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge, 
to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 
Which hope we have as an anchor of the 


' soul, both sure and stedfast, and which en- 


tereth into that within the vail; | Whither 
the fore-runner is for us entered, even Jesus 
made an high priest for ever, after the order 
of Melchisedec. 

Allowing the Apostle’s comment to stand 
good, the blessing promised to all nations 
and families of the earth, in Abrahams seed, 
that is, Christ; was confirmed unto them 
by the oath of God who cannot lie. - It is this 
that lays as a sure foundation for our hope to 
lay hold upon, which entereth into that with- 
in the vail, and is like an anchor unto the 
soul both sure and stedfast. | 

Behold what riches lie here | what tongue 
can paint, or pen describe, the'half of their 
real value to this lost world ?* It 1s here that 
the fountain of divine goodness opens to our. 
enraptured view ; from which the ancients 
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. 
received the first principles of their fain 
and to which they-resorted for relief in times 
of distress : leaning upon the word of God 
+H confirmed by his oath, as a sure foundation} 
to build th ir hopes concerning a future state | 
upon. What sacred peace flowed to all 
those that trusted in the Lord; they have 
stood like pillars of marble amidst the storms 
of affiction, and, have undergone the keen | 
| pains of death, with unshaken confidence in 
the Great Supreme. 

These men were stable in their minds, 
and were not blown about by every wind of 
doctrine; They knew inwhomthey had trus- § 
ted, and cast all their cares upon the Lord, 
submitting’ the final issue to the wise dis- 
poser of all events. Happy kind. reader 
should we be to follow their example. 


to be continued, 
Tue EDITOR informs his Subscribers, that on the 
account of his removeal from this place in June, the 
work will be discontinued for the present. All those 
who have taken’ the work, are requefted to make returns 
for the five ‘No. because it will not be continued unless 
| greater incouragements are given. 

All Letters fent to me may be directed to Pittsford 
untill farther information be obtained ; for as yet, I 

am not determined, to what place I fhall remove. 
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